The Catholic University of America

LS 704, Fall 2005s

Professor Alphonse Vinh

e-mail:yinshih@aol.com;avinh@npr.org;vinh@cua.edu (Best to use my AOL account if you want a more immediate response—especially after hours and on weekends)

O:202-513-2352

H:202-544-4011 [in case of emergency]

Office Hours: after class and by appointment

Required Textbooks:


Blazek, Ron and Elizabeth Aversa. The Humanities: A Selective Guide to Information Sources. 5th Ed. Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2000.


Schall, James V., S.J.  A Student’s Guide to Liberal Learning. Wilmington, DE: ISI Books, 2000.


Barzun, Jacques. From Dawn to Decadence. New York, NY: HarperCollins, 2001.

Professor Vinh will provide other readings of interest throughout the semester.

Assignments:


Online exercises.


One pathfinder (2 pages long) guiding an undergraduate to reference sources 


In a Humanities subject of your choice.


Oral presentations.


Weekly research quizzes.


In-class simulations of reference desk interactions with patrons.


One final research paper (10-15 pages).


Midterm Examination.


Final Examination.

Absences:


Regular attendance is expected. Only medical or family emergencies are acceptable excuses for missing class. Missed classes mean missed assignments and your grade will be zero. Class participation will be included in the final grade. There are no make-ups unless you have a written medical excuse or personal family reason. Please contact me in advance if you have to miss a class due to unforeseen exigencies.

Outline of Class Schedule

12 January


Introduction to the course. Meaning and significance of the Humanities.


Readings:


[Schall] pp.1-52


[Barzun] “Prologue,”; “The West Torn Apart.”

19 January


General Sources in the Humanities. 


Readings:


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.1-40


[Barzun] “The New Life,”; “The Good Letters.”

26 January


Religion. Philosophy. Folklore. Mythology.


Readings:


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.65-95


[Barzun] “The Artist Is Born,”; “The View From Madrid.”

 2 February


Christianity. Theology.


Readings:


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.96-119.


[Barzun] “The Eutopians,”; “Epic & Comic Lyric & Music Critic & Public.”

 9 February 

Sacred Texts of the Great World Religions. World Religions. Comparative Religion.

Readings:

[Blazek/Aversa] pp.120-146

[Barzun] “The View From Venice,”; “The Invisible College.”

16 February


Music. Western Classical Music Tradition.


Readings:


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.249-303.


[Barzun] “An Interlude,”; “Puritans as Democrats.”

23 February

World Music. Contemporary Music (Folk, Pop, Jazz, Blues, Rock, R&B, New Age, etc.)


MIDTERM QUIZ. 


Readings:


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.304-325.


[Barzun] “Reign of Etiquette,”; “The View from London.”

  2 March [Spring Break]

  9 March


Other Performing Arts. Dance, Drama, Musical Theatre.


Readings:


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.326-361.


[Barzun] “Opulent Eye,”; “Encyclopedic Century.”

16 March


Visual Arts. Painting, Drawing, Print.


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.157-204.


[Barzun] “The View from Weimar,”; “Forgotten Troop.”

23 March


Architecture. Applied Arts.


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.205-248.


[Barzun] “The Work of Mind-and-Heart,”; “The View from Paris.”

30 March


Film, Radio, Television, New Media.


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.361-390.


[Barzun] “The Mother of Parliaments,”; “Things Ride Mankind.”

  6 April


Language. Linguistics. Literature.


[Blazek/Aversa] pp.391-441.


[Barzun] “The View from Chicago,”; “Summit of Energies.”


[Barzun] “Cubist Decade”; “Great Illusion.”

13 April


Easter Recess

20 April


Anglophone Literature. American. British. Commonwealth. Global.


[Blazek/Aversa] pp. 451-504.


[Barzun] “Artist Prophet and Jester,”; “The Absurd.”

 27 April


World Literature. Children’s & Young Adult Lit.


[Blazek/Aversa] pp. 505-536.


[Barzun] “Demotic Life and Times.”

  4 May

FINAL EXAMINATION.  Term Paper and Pathfinder due. Class party.

