The Catholic University of America

School of Library and Information Science

Syllabus - Rare Book Librarianship

LSC 841 -  Spring 2006

Instructor: Marilyn L. Barth 

barth@cua.edu, Home: 202-686-6518 (before 8:30 p.m. please)

Course Description: 
This course provides an introduction to the many facets of rare book librarianship and focuses on issues rare book libraries and librarians currently face.  We will touch upon acquisitions, organization and access, preservation, funding, management, digitization, outreach, and training.  Through research, readings, discussions, and visits to local libraries we will become acquainted with the challenges and rewards of this field of librarianship.  

Class Meetings:
Our regular meeting time and place will be Tuesdays at 1:10 p.m. in Pangborn Room 303.  We will make several visits to other libraries, so please examine the schedule carefully for the time and place of each session and please check your email and Blackboard regularly to see if there are any changes.  

Note: Rare book libraries are often cold.  Temperatures are set for the comfort of the books, not the visitors.  You may want to bring a sweater for our field trips to rare book libraries. 

ADA Accommodation: 

Students with disabilities requiring accomodation under federal regulations must present a written accommodation request to the instructor by the second class meeting .  It is strongly recommended that the student contact the Office of Disability Support Services , Suite 207, Pryzbyla Center (202-319-5211; email cua-disabilityservices@cua.edu, web http://disabilitysupport.cua.edu/).  

Blackboard:

Outside of our class sessions we will communicate via email and through the Blackboard Learning System site set up for this course.  Log onto Blackboard at http://bb.cua.edu.  All students are expected to share information about events, interesting reference sources, Internet sites, exhibits, radio and television shows, lectures, seminars, etc. related to the content of the course.  Ask questions via email, update us on your progress on class projects, and use this forum to comment on class discussions.  We will have several semester-long discussions in Blackboard on current topics in rare book librarianship.

Text:

There is no textbook for this class.  Required readings are listed in the assignments for each class session and additional readings may be assigned.  Useful sources on book collecting and rare-book terminology are Nicholas Basbanes’ A Gentle Madness and John Carter’s ABC for Book Collectors. Glaister’s Encyclopedia of the Book and Philip Gaskell’s A New Introduction to Bibliography are useful for book terminology and the history of the book. 

Academic Honesty:

You'll find Academic Affairs policies on “Academic Dishonesty” and on "Unethical Practices" in the University Policies and Procedures web page at http://policies.cua.edu/ . You are held responsible for adhering to these policies. Incidences of academic dishonesty, defined by the University as “failure to observe rules of fairness in taking exams or writing papers, plagiarism, fabrication, and  cheating” will result in a grade of F (0 points) on the project or exam in question, and will be reported to the Dean for possible further action (including failure in the course and/or dismissal from the academic program).  Talk with your instructor if you have questions about what is involved in such offenses.   Plagiarism, which includes  "[1] intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise; [2] failure to attribute any of the following: quotations, paraphrases, or borrowed information from print sources or websites; [3] buying completed papers from other to use as one's own work", will not be tolerated.  For more on what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, see the guide on the Purdue Online Writing Lab web site at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html . 

Written Assignments:

All written assignments should be concise and well written.  The Catholic University Writing Center (http://english.cua.edu/wc) is available to assist you with your writing.   

Written assignments are to be posted to Blackboard before the start of the class session at which they are due, and two printed copies of each assignment are to be brought to class.

Grading:


Grades will be based on written assignments, research for class discussion, a final project and class participation.

Research a rare book collection (due January 24)




Research a recent acquisition (due January 31)



Attend an outreach event (due February 14)

Online presence: list of web sites (due March 7)






4 assignments together 
25%

Enemies of books (due March 14)

Experience as a researcher (due April 4)




Innovative funding (due April 11)






3 assignments together
25%

Final Project (due April 18, April 24, May 2)


25%

Class Participation (including participation in online discussions) 
25%

Class Sessions 

January 10 
Introduction to the course and rare book librarianship.  

January 17
Class will not meet – CUA “Administrative Monday.”
January 24
Rare Book Collections



Discussion: What is a rare book?  
Assignment: Select two rare book libraries, one from the list handed out in class, the other a state university or state historical society library of your choice.  Look at their web sites to learn the history and focus of each library’s collections.  Prepare a two-page written summary of your findings for each library.  Including the URL of the libraries’ web sites and references to any other sources you used to research the libraries.  Post your summaries to Blackboard and bring two hard copies of each to class.  Come to class prepared to discuss your findings.
Readings:

Bennett Gilbert.  “Twenty-Five Propositions on Book Collecting.” www.gilbooks.com/25propositions.htm. 

William Matheson. “What Book Collecting Is All About.” In Book Collecting  A Modern Guide (NY: R. R. Bowker Company, 1977), 1-25.  [Electronic reserve]

Jeremy M. Norman, “What is a Rare Book?” 

http://www.normanpublishing.com/archives/book_collecting_definitions/whatisrb/whatisrb.shtml 

“Your Old Books.” www.rbms.nd.edu/yob.html. 

Recommended:

Subscribe to EXLIBRIS, the Listserv devoted to rare books and special collections. Send a message to listproc@library.berkeley.edu with the subject line blank and the message area containing: SUBSCRIBE EXLIBRIS yourfirstname yourlastname, institution. 

Nicholas Basbanes. A Gentle Madness (NY: Henry Holt, 1995), p. 1-222.  Excellent introduction to book collecting, collections, and bibliomania. Available in libraries and used bookstores.

Encyclopædia Britannica, 11th ed. (1910), entry on “book-collecting.” [in Mullen Reference Room and on Electronic Reserve]. This classic essay by Alfred W. Pollard is often cited. 

January 31
Acquisitions by Rare Book Libraries
Assignment: Select a book or collection acquired by a rare book library within the past five years.  Find out what you can about the formation of the collection and the process by which it was acquired by the library (purchase, donation, long-term deposit?).  What is the importance of this acquisition and how does this acquisition fit in with other holdings of the library?  Note any publicity about the acquisition and events celebrating the acquisition. If you wish, contact a librarian to learn more about the acquisition, such as staffing/cataloging/housing issues created by the acquisition and the current accessibility of the acquisition.  Prepare a 1-2 page summary of your findings.  

Note: You may research an acquisition by any library of your choice. Most libraries have “what’s new,” press release, and “events” sections of their web sites.  An extensive list of libraries is available in the “Members” section of the Research Libraries Group web site, www.rlg.org,  Other sources to learn about new acquisitions are issues of College and Research Libraries News (C&RL News, available in Mullen Library and online at http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/collegeresearch.htm).  


Readings: 

Randolph G. Adams. “How Shall I Leave My Books to a Library?” The New Colophon (1950): 146-152.  [Electronic Reserve]

Benita Strnad. “How to Look a Gift Horse in the Mouth, Or How to Tell People You Can’t Use Their Old Junk in Your Library,” Collection Building 14, no. 2 (1995): (29-31). [Electronic Reserve]

An example of a comprehensive Collection Development Policy: Fales Library & Special Collections, New York University. http://library.nyu.edu/collections/policies/fales.html. 

February 7
Field Trip: Rare Books and Special Collections, Catholic University.


Lenore Rouse, Curator, 202 319-5091. Meet in Rare Books and Special Collections, Room 214, Mullen Library, promptly at 1:10.  Please do not come early as there may be researchers in the library.  


Readings: 

Rare Books and Special Collections:  http://libraries.cua.edu/rarecoll/. 

Daniel Traister. “The Rare Book Librarian’s Day,” Rare Books and Manuscripts Librarianship 1, no.2 (1986): 93-105. [Electronic Reserve]. 

Guidelines on the Selection of General Collection Materials for Transfer to Special Collections. 2d Edition (Rev. 1999) www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlstandards/guidelinesselection.htm. 

Elizabeth Yakel.  “Hidden collections in archives and libraries.” OCLC Systems & Services: International digital library perspectives, V.21, No. 2, 2005, pp.95-99. http://www.emeraldinsight.com/10.1108/10650750510598675. [You will need your CUA ID number to log on to this site if you are off-campus.]. 

February 14 
Promoting Collections and Professional Development Opportunities for Librarians. 

Assignment: Attend an outreach event (exhibition, lecture, symposium, conference, etc.) of interest to rare book librarians.  Come to class prepared to discuss your experience and to critique the event.  Was it appropriate for the intended audience?  Was it well organized and presented?  How was the content? Bring any available handouts to class.  Prepare a 1-2 page summary of your findings.
February 21 
Field Trip: The Society of the Cincinnati Headquarters, Library and Museum – Anderson House.  

Ellen McCallister Clark, Library Director.  Anderson House, 2118 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20008, (202) 785-2040. Metro: Red Line, Dupont Circle.  Meet at Anderson House at 1:30.

February 28
No Class – Spring Break

March 7
Creating an Online Presence: Web Sites, Exhibitions, Digitization Projects.

Assignments: Prepare an annotated list, with URLs, of ten rare book web sites. List your favorites as well as a few that you find unsatisfactory.  Include a mixture of online exhibitions, rare book library web sites, information sites, and digitized collections.  Critique the sites for content, ease of navigation, appropriateness for intended audiences, graphic design, and any other features you deem important. 

Before March 7th send an email stating the topic you have selected for your final project and your preferred date to present your project.  If more than one student selects the same topic we will discuss modifications or alternates in class.  Just in case there are too many similar topics, have a backup topic in mind.


Readings:

Sally McKay.  “Digitization in an Archival Environment.”  Electronic Journal of Academic and Special Librarianship, v.4, No. 1 (Winter 2003). http://southernlibrarianship.icaap.org/content/v04n01/Mckay_s01.htm.

March 14
Enemies of books: thefts, neglect, war, hurricanes, floods.   Rescue and recovery efforts.
Assignment: Come to class prepared to discuss a rare book library theft and its aftermath or damage caused by war, a natural disaster, willful destruction of books, or years of neglect.  As an alternate, document a recovery effort for lost or damaged material.  Prepare a 1-2 page summary of your findings.


Readings: Become familiar with these sites: 
Library of Congress Preservation: www.loc.gov/preserv.  

Library of Congress “Bach to Baseball Cards” www.loc.gov/preserv/bachbase. 

Northeast Document Conservation Center: www.nedcc.org. 

Conservation Online: http://palimpsest.stanford.edu.

Nicholas Basbanes. “The Blumberg Collection,” in A Gentle Madness (NY: Henry Holt and Company, 1995), 465-519.  [Electronic Reserve].

ACRL Guidelines for the Security of Rare Books, Manuscript, and Other Special Collections. (July 1999) www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlstandards/guidelinessecurity.htm. 

ACRL Guidelines Regarding Thefts in Libraries. www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlstandards/guidelinesregardingthefts.htm. 
March 21
Field Trip: Folger Shakespeare Library.


Rachel Doggett, Curator of Books and Exhibitions.   Folger Shakespeare Library, 201 East Capitol Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 544–4600.  Metro: Red Line, Union Station or Blue/Orange Lines, Capitol South. Directions may be found on the Folger’s web site, www.folger.edu.  Meet at the Folger at 1:30.  


Readings: 

Study the Folger’s web site to become familiar with the library’s history, collections, publications, and programming: www.folger.edu. 

March 28
Class will not meet – use the time to work on your class projects.

April 4

Visit a collection as a researcher.

Assignment: Visit a collection as a researcher. Come to class prepared to discuss your experiences, paying attention to registration procedures, helpfulness of staff, reading room layout, comfort and atmosphere for conducting research, procedures for handling material, rare book room security, and policies for photocopying and use of digital cameras and laptops. Bring to class any available registration forms and handouts about the library. Prepare a 2-3 page summary of your findings.  
Notes:  For this assignment you are to visit a collection and use material in that collection. It is NOT an  assignment to take a tour of the collection (although if you want to arrange that on your own that is up to you). 


If you plan on visiting the Library of Congress as a researcher and this is your first visit there, make sure you allow time to go through security, register as a researcher, and wait for delivery of the requested material.  Wait times are about 15 minutes in Rare Books and Special Collections, up to 1½ hours in the Main Reading Room.  If you plan to visit another collection, check on its access policy for researchers in advance of your visit.

April 11 
Innovative Funding and Deaccessioning. 

Assignment: Come to class prepared to discuss a creative fundraising effort by a rare book library or by a “Friends of the Library” group, a grant-funded project, or an instance of deaccessioning a book or collection.  Prepare a 1-2 page summary of your findings, including the intended use of the funds and any controversy surrounding the event or deaccessioning.  


Readings:  

Lisa Browar, Cathy Henderson, Michael North, and Tara Wenger. “Licensing the Use of Special Collections Materials.”  RBM: A Journal of Rare Books, Manuscripts, and Cultural Heritage, v.3, No. 2, Fall 2002, 124-143.  http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/rbm/backissuesvol3no2/browar.pdf. 

William Reese. “Fighting over the Scraps: Icon and Text in the Marketplace.” www.reeseco.com/papers/harvard.htm#top. 

Daniel L. Walters and Mary E. Petty.  ‘“The Milestones of Science” Collection: The Public Library and the Conservation of Buffalo’s Cultural Heritage.” Libraries & Culture, V.34, No. 3, Summer 1999. http://www.gslis.utexas.edu/~landc/fulltext/LandC_34_3_WaltersandPetty.pdf.

April 18, April 25, May 2

Final Presentations.

Prepare a 15-minute illustrated presentation on a topic of your choice related to the content of the course.  Present your material to the class as though you were giving a presentation to a professional conference or to a meeting of your colleagues.  It can be illustrated with books or other objects, slides, a handout, a web site, a PowerPoint presentation, or in another manner of your choosing.  Prepare a 6-8 page summary of your topic or create an exhibit-style handout.  Include a 10-15 item bibliography in your written paper or handout. 

Note: 
Preliminary topic selection and selection of date for final presentation will take place on March 7.  Topics must be approved by the instructor and may not be identical to those selected by other students.  If, after March 7th, you want to change your topic, you may do so, with the approval of the instructor, as long as your new topic is not already taken by another student.
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