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Course Description

The role of library and information institutions and professionals in contemporary society.  Topics include historic patterns and future trends; the application of ethical and professional standards in a changing information environment; copyright; societal issues affecting libraries and librarians; information access and funding issues.

Accommodations

Students requiring accommodations related to a medical condition or learning disability should inform the instructor as soon as possible.  Accommodations will be made according to university policy.

Attendance

Attendance is expected.  Lack of attendance will have a negative impact on your grade.

Required Text:

Rubin, Richard.  Foundations of Library and Information Science.  2nd edition. New York:  Neal-Schuman, 2004.

Also required:

Friedman, Thomas L.  The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005.

Additional required readings are listed in the course calendar section of this syllabus.  Come to class prepared to discuss the readings for that weekend.

Plagiarism

Students must correctly cite all sources used in the creation of all assignments.  Plagiarism is defined as intentionally or knowingly representing the words of ideas of another as one’s own in any academic exercise.  Any instance of plagiarism will result in a failing grade on that assignment and other consequences as outlined by CUA policy.  Please contact the instructor with any questions.

Course Design

LIS 557 will include a combination of face-to-face meetings (May 19-21 and June 2-4) and Web-based course work via Blackboard course software.  Students will begin work on Blackboard two weeks before the first class meeting and will make their final postings during the two weeks following our last meeting.  Instructions are listed in the course calendar section of this syllabus.

Course Assignments and Grading

1. Information in Society:  D.C. area Memorial Visit – 20%

    Visit a memorial of your choice in the Washington D. C. area.  (Thomas 

    Jefferson, Washington, FDR, Vietnam Veterans, World War II veterans, etc.)  

    View the memorial from the context of “information in society.”  Write a 1000-word 

    reflection of your visit, focusing on your thoughts about information in society as 

    generated by your visit experience.  Explain whether this is your first visit, and if not, 

    if (and how) your reactions differed from previous visits. Due to Kate via email by 

    May 31.

2. “This I Believe” Essay – 20%

     We will be discussing values in LSC 557, both from the professional and the

     Individual or personal points of view.  Using the NPR program “This I Believe” as a 

     model, write a 500 word essay articulating some aspect of your own personal belief 

     system.  Details of this assignment will be distributed in a handout our first weekend.  

     Due:  June 9

3.  Blackboard Discussion – 30%

     Assignments and discussion questions from the readings will be posted on  

     Blackboard according to the course schedule.  Your responses will be graded based 

     on timeliness, thoughtfulness, and level of engagement in the topic

     General Guidelines for Blackboard Postings:

     Your comments should be clear and to the point.   Your responses should be 

     professional in tone; never enter into a personality-based debate online.  Focus all 

     comments on the issues at hand.  It is fine to become passionate about a topic but it 

     is not fine to make personal attacks when debating.  When in doubt, rewrite.

4.  Information Events Journal – 30%

      As you read the course assignments and as you observe “information events” over 

      the course of LSC 557, keep a journal of your  observations and reactions.  Include 

      ten essays responding to our course readings, stories from the news media, and / or 

      from popular culture.  Your final journal should include 10 entries, each  

      approximately 500 words in length.  Journals will be graded based on 

      thoughtfulness to the course content, level of reflection and engagement, and 

      quality of writing.  Due:  June 16.

Course Calendar

May 8 – May 15:
Register for the Blackboard class according to the e-mail  instructions.  Introduce yourself in the Discussion Board forum “Introductions.”

May 16 – May 19:
Read Rubin, Chapters 1, 2, and 7.  Respond to the discussion board questions as posted.  Continue to check the discussion board for your classmates’ postings, and be prepared to discuss the content of the postings during our first weekend meeting.

May 19- May 21:  First Class weekend
· Course overview and goals; Q/A

· Library history

· The identity of a profession

· Information as a concept and a product; information cycle

· Core values of the information profession

· Professional ethics; information ethics

Readings:  

ALA. "ALA Code of Ethics." Available online at http://www.ala.org/alaorg/oif/ethics.html.

ALA. “Core Values of Librarianship.”  Available online at http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/corevaluesstatement/corevalues.htm .  See also the ALA Intellectual Freedom documents posted on the left-hand column of that Web page. 

Rubin, Chapters 1, 2, and 7.

May 22 – June 2: Interim Weeks’ Blackboard Postings

During this time there will be various assignments posted on Blackboard pertaining to readings discussion.  A handout will be distributed the first weekend of class outlining these assignments and specific due dates.  Focus: libraries and society; values.

June 2 – June 4:  Second Class weekend.

· Information policy

· Copyright; “Information Commons”

· Technology and its impact on the profession

· Library futures

Readings:

Rubin, Chapters 4, 5, 8, and 10; pages 80-84.

Friedman, Thomas.  The World Is Flat.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005.

“The World is Spiky,” The Atlantic Monthly, October 2005.  Available online at 

http://www.creativeclass.org/acrobat/TheWorldIsSpiky.pdf 

Copyright

American Library Association copyright Web page  http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/WOissues/copyrightb/copyright.htm 

Creative Commons, at http://creativecommons.org/
MIT Technology Review, June 2005.  Intellectual Property Issue feature articles:

“Who Should Own Ideas?” MIT Technology Review, June 2005. Available online at  http://www.technologyreview.com/read_article.aspx?id=14529&ch=infotech 

Lessig, Lawrence. “The People Own Ideas!”  MIT Technology Review, June 2005. Available online at 

http://www.technologyreview.com/read_article.aspx?id=16351 

Epstein, Richard A.  “The Creators Own Ideas.” MIT Technology Review, June 2005. Available online at http://www.technologyreview.com/read_article.aspx?id=16353 

Lessig, Lawrence. “Lessig’s Rebuttal to Epstein.” MIT Technology Review, June 2005. Available online at http://www.technologyreview.com/read_article.aspx?id=14506&ch=infotech .

Information Commons

Kranich, Nancy. “The Information Commons: A Public Policy Report.” New York, NYU School of Law, 2004.  Available online at http://www.fepproject.org/policyreports/infocommons.contentsexsum.html.  

Read the following sections: Executive Summary; Introduction; and Section I: “Opportunities and Challenges of the Information Age.” 

Technology / Library Futures

“Top Technology Trends,” Information Technology Association, a Division of the American Library Association. Available online at http://www.lita.org/ala/lita/litaresources/toptechtrends/toptechnology.htm .

Blumenthal, Ralph.  “College Libraries Set Aside Books in a Digital Age.”  New York Times, May 14, 2005. Available online at http://www.nytimes.com/2005/05/14/education/14library.html?ex=1273723200&en=594e613ac6e9a350&ei=5088 .

June 5 - 16

Final assignments due:

· “This I Believe” essay due June 9;  

· Information Events Journal due June 16.

