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SYLLABUS
MEDIA FOR CHILDREN

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

CLSC 854 – SUMMER 2006
Barbara Portigue, 703-963-8450 (cell) bportigue@gmail.com
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To acquire a basic knowledge of children’s literature and media in a variety of formats

· To develop an understanding of using children’s media appropriate to the child’s developmental level, interests and needs

· To become familiar with the selection and evaluation of children’s materials, including the use of reviewing media
· To examine the current trends in children’s literature and media

· To become comfortable in the use of reader’s advisory tools for children’s literature

· To become familiar with major authors and illustrators of children’s books
Required Text: Horning, Kathleen T. From Cover to Cover: Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s Books.
Always bring the books used for note card preparation to class.  Chose books from the sources listed at the end of the syllabus.
	June 6

	Introduction: Objectives and Requirements of course
Overview of history of children’s literature

Survey of trends in children’s literature

Reader’s Advisory, NoveList

	June 13

	Picture Books
Literary and artistic elements
Developmental characteristics of toddlers and babies

Books for toddlers and babies

Assignments: 

~Read Horning, Chapter 5, pp 87-120
~Prepare note cards for five (5) books for babies and toddlers, one each from the following categories: Nursery rhyme/Mother Goose, concept book, identifying/naming book, picture book story, rhyming or song book.  Any of these may be board books.
~Read the preface of A to Zoo: Subject Access to Children’s Picture Books by Carolyn W. Lima and John A. Lima.  Prepare a professional source note card for it.


	June 20

	Picture Books – continued

Picture books for preschoolers

Developmental characteristics of preschoolers

Early literacy

Assignments:

~Prepare note cards for ten (10) different picture books for preschoolers by different authors and illustrators.  Include at least three (3) Caldecott Medal or honor books.  Bring the cards and books to class.

~Visit www.booklistonline.com and establish a free account for your use.  Locate and read reviews for three (3) of the books you used for your note cards.  Bring copies of the reviews to class and be prepared to discuss them.

~Examine Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library at www.pla.org.  Read “Background” and “Research and Evaluation.”  Read the Parent Guide to Early Literacy brochures for the three early childhood developmental levels that are available in pdf format.

	June 27

	Picture Books – Student Presentations

Assignments:  
~Plan and present a story time program for young children.  Choose a picture book to read aloud.  Include an age-appropriate finger play and complementary activity.  You may include a video, website or multi-media presentation, but all must be suited to the developmental stage of the target audience.  Be prepared to discuss why you chose the book and for which age you would use the book.  Include in your presentation information about the author and illustrator, his/her body of work, literary and artistic merit.
~Read two (2) reviews each in Hornbook, School Library Journal and Booklist (select different reviews from the ones you chose from Booklist Online).  
~Prepare note cards for each of these professional sources.   
~Read one (1) article relevant to the course from any of the above review media and be prepared to discuss it in class.

	July 11

	Transitional Fiction (Bridge Books)
Fiction – overview of genres

Fiction – Series

Assignments:

~Read Horning, pp. 142-148 and Chapter 7, pp. 149-175

~Prepare note cards for two (2) transition/bridge books

~Prepare note cards for three (3) fiction books in different genres from the lists provided at the end of the syllabus, one of which is a Newbery medal or honor book.

~For extra credit, locate and read a professional review for each of the books you chose.  Indicate the review source (title, date, page) on your note card and briefly comment on the review.  Do you agree?  Disagree?  Why? 

	July 18

	Poetry
Picture Books for Older Readers

Multicultural Fiction
Assignments:

~Read Horning, Chapter 4, pp. 69-86
~Prepare note cards for two (2) books of poetry for children by two different poets and for one (1) anthology.

~Prepare a note card for one (1) picture book for older readers.

~Prepare a note card for The Watsons Go to Birmingham: 1963  by Christopher Paul Curtis.  Be prepared to discuss it in class.  
~Prepare note cards for two (2) additional multi-cultural children’s books for Latinos, Asian Americans or another ethnicity.

~Prepare two (2) professional source note cards for two reader’s advisory sources for different ethnicities. 


	July 25

	Information Books – general criteria, reference and assignments
Assignments:
~Read Horning, Chapter 2, pp. 22-45

~Prepare note cards for four (4) books from the following categories (general non-fiction, history, science, biography) that you would recommend to a child for pleasure reading.

~Prepare two (2) note cards for information books appropriate for preschool children or beginning readers.
~Prepare note cards for two (2) non-fiction series books (e.g. World Today series, Enchantment of the World series, Journey to Freedom series, Science Fair Success series, etc).  Bring the books to class and be prepared to discuss their effectiveness to answer assignment questions.


	August 1

	CDs, Audiotapes, Books on Tape, Videos/DVD
Assignments:

~Prepare a note card for an audio book of a book you’ve read and compare the two.
~Prepare a note card for a video or DVD of a book you’ve read.  Comment on how it compares to the book.

~Prepare a note card for one (1) music audio tape or CD for children.

~Read three (3) reviews (published in 2005 or 2006) for three (3) different types of children’s media (except books) from one of the reviewing media we have used.   Be prepared to discuss in class.
~Write a 100-200 word professional review of a children’s book you like.


	August 8
	Websites, magazines, graphic novels
Challenged Books

Assignments:

~Prepare note cards for three (3) children’s web sites that you would recommend to a child, one (1) of which may be a kids’ public library page.
~Prepare note cards for three (3) children’s magazines.  Bring copies of 

the magazines to class and be prepared to present them.
~Prepare a note card for one (1) graphic novel for children.

~Read the Challenged and Banned Books page on the ALA website.  

Review “The 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books of 1990-2000.”
~Prepare a note card for The Giver by Lois Lowry and be prepared to 

discuss the book in class.


	
	Culminating Assignment
Submit a paper of 5-7 pages on a topic of your choice that is relevant to 

the course.  Topics must be approved by the instructor.  Papers must be received no later than 9:00 pm on Friday, August 11 via e-mail at bportigue@gmail.com or US Mail at 6122 Dory Landing Ct, Burke, VA  

22015.

To receive papers back corrected, students must provide a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the instructor.  Grades can be provided to students via e-mail.


Websites of Interest
Association of Library Service to Children (ALSC) http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alsc.htm
American Association of School Librarians (AASL) http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslindex.htm
Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaissues/earlylit/earlyliteracy.htm
Database of Award Winning Children’s Literature http://www.dawcl.com/
Virginia Readers’ Choice (formerly Virginia Young Readers) http://www.vsra.org/VRC.html
Maryland Blue Crab Young Reader Award http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/blue.html
The Children’s Book Guild of Washington, DC http://www.childrensbookguild.org/
Capitol Choices for Children http://www.capitolchoices.org/
Children’s Literature http://www.childrenslit.com/
International Reading Association http://www.reading.org
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING NOTE CARDS
For the purpose of the assignments, the term “note cards” denotes either 4”x6” note cards or 8 ½” x 11” paper.  At the top of each note card or page, place your name in the upper left corner and the assignment due date in the upper right corner.
Books/media should be chosen from the following lists: Newbery and Caldecott medal or honor books since 1990, ALSC Notable Books for Children since 1996, Coretta Scott King and Pura Belpré award winners and honor books since 1996, state children’s book award winners and nominees since 1996, Capitol Choices selections.
Note cards for Children’s Materials 

Provide the following information for each book/item of media: authors’ full names, title (with subtitle), illustrator(s), publisher, date of publication.

In the body of the description, provide:

~Assignment category (e.g. Picture Books for Preschoolers)

~A brief summary of the book (for your benefit, to remind you of the book for future use)

~Source (e.g. ALSC Notable Book, 2005, Caldecott Honor Book, 2001)

~Evaluative comments with regard to illustrations (for picture books and information books), literary/artistic merit, readability, age suitability, strengths, weaknesses, prominent themes, potential use, child appeal, etc.

Note cards for Professional Review and Selection Sources

Provide the following information for each book/magazine: Authors’ full names, title (with subtitle), publisher, date of publication, edition.

In the body of the description provide:

~Objective of the professional source
~Target audience (e.g. public children’s librarians)

~How to use the resource – arrangement, indexes, bibliographies

~Your analysis – usefulness, ease of use, apparent accuracy
~For review magazines, note frequency of publication, any special editions, website URL, how exceptional titles are identified, whether there is an index of titles reviewed.   
Grading 
The course will include lecture, discussion, class exercises, oral presentations, a writing assignment and a final paper.  The course grade will be based on the following with loss of credit for failure to meet deadlines.   Grades are based on work submitted – no rewrites.
Note cards                         40%

Story time presentation       10%

Class discussion                 15%

Writing Assignment            10%
Final paper                         25%
Timely Submission of Assignments

Assignments are due on the date stated in the syllabus.  Students should arrange with the instructor in advance of class if unable to attend and arrangements will be made for turning in assignments.  The maximum possible grade for an assignment will drop every 24 hours that the assignment is late (e.g. A to A- to B…)
Attendance
Since class discussion accounts for 15% of the course grade, attendance and participation is critical.  This is a summer session with only nine (9) class meetings.  Accordingly, if a student misses more than one (1) class or fails to participate in class discussion, his or her grade will be negatively impacted in proportion to the number of absences and lack of participation.  Students must make their own arrangements to obtain missed class notes from other students.

ADA Accommodation
ADA ACCOMODATION:  Students with disabilities requiring accomodation under federal regulations must present a written accommodation request to the instructor by the second class meeting .  It is strongly recommended that the student contact the Office of Disability Support Services , Suite 207, Pryzbyla Center (202-319-5211; email cua-disabilityservices@cua.edu, web http://disabilitysupport.cua.edu/).  This is the University office responsible for disability accommodation and services, and its staff can answer questions about services and requirements regarding documentation.  Special accomodations or other arrangements cannot be made without documentation approved by this office.
Academic Honesty

You'll find Academic Affairs policies on "Academic Dishonesty" and on "Unethical Practices" in the University Policies and Procedures web page at http://policies.cua.edu/ .  You are held responsible for adhering to these policies. Incidences of academic dishonesty, defined by the University as "failure to observe rules of fairness in taking exams or writing papers, plagiarism, fabrication, and cheating" will result in a grade of F (0 points) on the project or exam in question, and
will be reported to the Dean for possible further action (including failure in the course and/or dismissal from the academic program).  Talk with your instructor if you have questions about what is involved in such offenses. 

Plagiarism, which includes  "[1] intentionally or knowingly representing the words or
ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise; [2] failure to attribute any of the following: quotations, paraphrases, or borrowed information from print sources or websites; [3] buying completed papers from other to use as one's own work", will not be tolerated.  For more on what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, please read (carefully) Margaret Proctor's "How to Avoid Plagiarism" (http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html).
The note card schema and outline of the course were derived from a syllabus created by Maralita L. Freeny.
