
THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

SCHOOL OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

Advanced Legal Research - LSC 828 -3
Spring 2007
In-depth analysis of legal research processes and major bibliographic tools involved. Particular emphasis on federal legislative materials, computer-assisted legal research techniques, and law-related sources. Prerequisite: LSC 826

Instructor
Douglas Lind, Collection Development Librarian, Georgetown University Law Library
202-662-9143

lindd@law.georgetown.edu
Recommended Texts

Christina Kunz, The Process of Legal Research, (6th ed. 2004)
Morris Cohen, Legal Research in a Nutshell, (8th ed. 2003)

Course Requirements

Take-home exam



80%

Class Participation & Assignments

20%

Take-home exam:  To complete the exam, you will need to use and evaluate a variety of sources, in both print and electronic formats.  Before the exam, you should be sure that you have your Lexis and Westlaw passwords, and that they are working.
Class Participation & Assignments:  Since this is a hands-on course, class attendance and participation are critical.  We encourage you to share your research successes, failures and questions with your fellow students so that we can all learn from each other’s experiences.  Class participation includes class attendance, participation in discussions and completion of the research questions that will be assigned at the end of each section of the course.  These assignments give you the opportunity to go to the library and use the research techniques that we learn in class.  These assignments are in the form of questions and short answers.  The research problems will be graded according to the following scale:

+ +  indicating excellent work

+      indicating very good work

√     indicating satisfactory completion of the assignment

-       indicating an unsatisfactory submission

These problems will form the basis of knowledge that you will need for the final exam.

PREREQUISITES:  I assume that everyone in the class has a working knowledge of primary and secondary legal materials and basic Westlaw, Lexis and web searching.  If you feel that your online skills need refreshing, I direct you to the following self-paced tutorials that you should complete at the beginning of the semester:

Lexis Research (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/calr/Lexis/lx-start.html)


Westlaw Research (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/calr/Westlaw/wl-start.html)


Legal Research on the Web (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/internet/index.html)

ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments are due on the date specified.  Late work will received a reduced grade.  Grades are based on work submitted - "no rewriting, no extra credit”.

ADA ACCOMODATION:  Students with disabilities requiring accommodation under federal regulations must present a written accommodation request to the instructor by the second class meeting.  It is strongly recommended that the student contact the Office of Disability Support Services, Suite 207, Pryzbyla Center (202-319-5211; email cua-disabilityservices@cua.edu, web http://disabilitysupport.cua.edu/).  This is the University office responsible for disability accommodation and services, and its staff can answer questions about services and requirements regarding documentation.  Special accommodations or other arrangements cannot be made without documentation approved by this office.   


ACADEMIC HONESTY: You'll find the CUA policies on "Student Academic Dishonesty" on the web at: http://policies.cua.edu/academicundergrad/integrity.cfm.

You are held responsible for adhering to these policies. Incidences of academic dishonesty, defined by the University as "failure to observe rules of fairness in taking exams or writing papers, plagiarism, fabrication, and cheating" will result in a grade of F (0 points) on the project or exam in question, and will be reported to the Dean for possible further action (including failure in the course and/or dismissal from the academic 
program).  Talk with your instructor if you have questions about what is involved in such offenses.   
Plagiarism, which includes  "[1] intentionally or knowingly representing the words or 
ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise; [2] failure to attribute any of the following: quotations, paraphrases, or borrowed information from print sources or websites; [3] buying completed papers from other to use as one's own work", will not be tolerated.  For more on what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, please read (carefully) Margaret Proctor's "How to Avoid Plagiarism" 
(http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html). 

SYLLABUS

Advanced Legal Research - LSC 828 -3

Spring 2007

	
	

	
	INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL RESEARCH

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 3-23
Cohen, pp. 1-18


	Lecture Topic (1/13/07)
	Introduction to the course & Test Your Research Skills Quiz (not graded)

	
	

	
	

	
	UNIT I – SECONDARY SOURCES

	
	Secondary Sources

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 61-120
Cohen, pp. 19-43, 116-124

Secondary Sources Tutorial (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/second/index.html)


	Lecture Topic (1/13/07 & 1/20/07)
	Primary vs.  secondary authority; treatises, encyclopedias, ALR

	
	Using GULLiver, journal indexes, full-text journal databases

	Assignment Distibuted
	Research Assignment 1 - Secondary Sources 


	
	UNIT II – CASES AND RELATED MATERIALS

	
	Cases: Reporters & Digests

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 121-170
Cohen, pp. 44-116

Cases & Digests Tutorial, Lessons 1-7 (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/cases/one/index.html) 

Robert C. Berring, Legal Research and Legal Concepts: Where Form Molds Substance, 75 Cal. L. Rev. 15 (1987)


	Lecture Topic (1/27/07)
	Discuss Research Assignment 1; Court systems, case reporters

	
	Digest system

	
	

	
	UNIT II – CONTINUED

	
	Cases: Free Web Sites; Unpublished Decisions; Briefs; Docket Tracking; Court Rules; Jury Instructions

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 325-343
Cohen, pp. 261-268, 270-280


	Lecture Topic (2/3/07)
	Tracking cases; using free web sites for case law; PACER; state court docket tracking

	
	Court Rules; Jury Instructions

	
	
UNIT III – STATUTORY RESEARCH

	
	Cases: Updating Using Shepard’s and KeyCite
Statutes: US Code; Statutes at Large

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 171-185, 192-224
Cohen, pp. 125-137, 146-171

Cases & Digests Tutorial, Lesson 8 (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/cases/two/7a_concept.html)

Michael J. Lynch, The U.S. Code, the Statutes at Large, and Some Peculiarities of Codification 16 Leg. Ref. Serv. Q. 69 (Fall 1997)

Statutory Research Tutorial (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/stat/index.html)

Office of Law Revision Counsel, Codification Legislation. (just take a quick look at the bill and house report) (http://uscode.house.gov/cod.htm)


	Lecture Topic (2/10/07)
	History and development of citator services; why use citators; differences between Shepard’s and KeyCite

	
	History and development of the U.S. Code; codes and session laws

	Assignment Distibuted
	Research Assignment 2 – Cases

	
	

	
	U. S. Constitution; State Constitutions; State Codes; State Session Laws; Local Law

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp.188-191 
Cohen, pp. 138-146, 171-182


	Lecture Topic (2/17/07)
	Discuss Research Assignment 2; Updating the U.S. code; finding public laws

	
	Constitutions; Finding and using state and local law

	Assignment Distibuted
	Research Assignment 3 – Statutory Research


	
	MID-SEMESTER REVIEW 

	Lecture Topic (2/24/07)
	Review of Units 1-3; time for individual questions & answers

	
	Discuss Research Assignment 3; review of concepts covered in Units 1-3 with emphasis on areas needing further explanation

	
	Opportunity for students to ask individual questions or gain assistance in mastering difficult concepts


	
	

	
	UNIT IV – LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

	
	Legislative Process & Documents; Compiling Legislative History 1970-present

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 225-260
Cohen, pp. 183-210

Robert B. Dove, Enactment of a Law (http://thomas.loc.gov/home/enactment/enactlawtoc.html)

Charles W. Johnson, How Our Laws are Made (http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html)


	Lecture Topic (3/10/07)
	Legislative process & the documents produced

	
	CIS Indexes; Congressional Universe; THOMAS



	
	UNIT IV - CONTINUED

	
	Legislative History: 1789-1970; Tracking Current Legislation

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 260-263
Cohen, pp. 210-217


	Lecture Topic (3/17/07)
	Legislative history from 1789-1970

	
	Bill tracking with THOMAS, CQ and Congress Daily

	Assignment Distributed
	Research Assignment 4 - Legislative History



	
	UNIT V – ADMINISTRATIVE RESEARCH & TREATIES

	
	Administrative Law: Federal Register and CFR; Agency Decisions

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 266-307
Cohen, pp. 222-251

	
	Administrative Law Tutorial (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/tutorials/admin/index.html)


	Lecture Topic (3/24/07)
	Discuss Research Assignment 4; history and development of the Federal Register and CFR; APA - notice and comment provisions

	
	Agency Decisions



	
	UNIT V – CONTINUED

	
	Agency Web Sites; Presidential Documents; Treaties

	Recommended Reading
	Cohen, pp. 251-255, 324-337

Treaty Research Guide (http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/intl/guides/treaty/)


	Lecture Topic (3/31/07)
	Agency Web Sites; Presidential Documents

	
	Treaty Research

	Assignment Distributed
	Research Assignment 5 - Administrative Law & Treaty Research 



	
	UNIT VI – RESEARCH OUTSIDE OF LAW

	
	Non-Legal & Business Research

	Required Reading
	Cohen, pp. 301-313


	Lecture Topic (4/7/07)
	Discuss Research Assignment 5; reference books, research databases

	
	Business research


	
	UNIT VII –PRACTICE MATERIALS

	
	Lexis & Westlaw Searching & Practice Materials

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 308-323, 344-363
Cohen, pp. 268-270, 276-280, 283-300


	Lecture Topic (4/14/07)
	Newsletters; form books; ethics rules and opinions; looseleaf services

	
	Lexis & Westlaw searching in a “pay” environment

	Assignment Distributed
	Research Assignment 6 - Non-legal research & practice materials 



	
	END OF SEMESTER REVIEW

	
	Research Strategies & Review

	Recommended Reading
	Kunz, pp. 367-377


	Lecture Topic (4/21/07)
	Discuss research assignment 6; preparing a research strategy; knowing when to stop researching

	
	Review; Q&A about the final exam
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