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LSC855 MEDIA FOR ADOLESCENTS 

SPRING 2007 
Web based plus two class meetings

Catholic University of America School of Library and Information Science

Diane P. Tuccillo, Adjunct Instructor 

Telephone:  480-236-5160   

Email address: tuccillo@cua.edu 

Staying in Touch

The best way to contact me is through e-mail, which I try to check frequently. You may also telephone (toll call). Leave a message if you get my voice mail, and I will call you back. Two class meetings are scheduled on campus for February 3 and March 31 from 2:00-6:00 p.m. Location will be announced as the semester progresses. If you need to meet with me in person during the weekends I will be there, we can try to set up an appointment.
Purpose and Objectives

Catalog description: The focus of this course is the evaluation and selection of materials and techniques for providing reading guidance to adolescents in school library media centers and public libraries. Emphasis is on contemporary literature suited to the personal and recreational needs and interests of young people.  

The purpose of this class is to provide exposure to the variety of literature available to young adults ages 12 –18 and to consider that material in relation to the educational, developmental, informational, and recreational needs of this audience. My hope is that you become familiar with the range of materials available, will become enthusiastic supporters of it, and will be able to talk about it to both YAs and other adults in a knowledgeable manner. We will consider several questions: 

· How do librarians and educators best select material to meet YA needs?

· What are significant issues and trends pertinent to this selection and use?

· How do we share this material with young adults and other professionals?

Course objectives

Upon successfully completing this course, participants will be able to:

· Discuss the value and characteristics of major genres and identify representative titles and authors of each

· Identify important user characteristics and information needs of young adults

· Use a variety of methods to promote interest in and use of this material

· Critically and thoughtfully examine current issues and trends and speak to other adults about these issues in a reasoned and professional manner

· Use relevant professional materials for selection, reading guidance, and your own continuing education in this field.     

Computing 

This course is being offered, for the most part on Blackboard, the web-based course environment used at CUA.  This system seems quite straightforward, but a user manual is available in the BlackBoard tools section if you need assistance with its use.
Class Structure   

· The course is structured in weekly modules or units that will unfold as the semester progresses. The weekly modules run from Mondays through the following Sunday evenings.  Most weeks you will have background reading, reading of examples of a specific genre or type of work, and written assignments relating to the genre covered. Because we have only two class meetings, you will have written work due every week.  Most of the written assignments will be posted in a public forum accessible to all students in the class as well as to the instructor.  You might think of this as a public reading log in which you share your reading with other students. You will have a few additional assignments that will be posted only to the instructor.  I will post questions or issues for consideration in the Blackboard discussion section, and you are encouraged raise questions as you wish. I believe it is important for students to learn not only from me and from the assignments, but also from each other.
Unless otherwise noted, written assignments for the week are due in the appropriate Blackboard drop box no later than 10 a.m. the following Monday morning, or they will be considered overdue. I take off one point for each day an assignment is late. Assignments can, of course, be posted earlier than the due date. This schedule gives you the option of completing all your work during the week and having the weekend free (except for the 2 class meetings) or finishing up over the weekend.  Hopefully this structure will work reasonably well for you. I will retrieve and evaluate the assignments weekly and will return the graded copy to your private box. Specific dates will be indicated for all assignments.

Time management

This course is reading and writing intensive. You will be doing some background reading from the textbook plus examples of the YA works themselves. Your best bet for obtaining the YA books may be your community library (especially if there is a teen space).There you can also observe teenagers and their reading interests. Gathering books for several weeks reading at each visit will save you time. You will also need to carve out time for the weekly textbook reading assignments and the written assignments, a visit to a bookstore, and two hours observing young adults.  I suggest that each week you look ahead a couple of weeks to plan your time.  

Grading – Summary

Written assignments– various formats




 70 %   

Author presentation





 

   5 %
Booktalk presentation






   5 %       

Media selection/professional development sources project

 10 %

Participation 







           10 %
Total points/percentage:





100%

Details of assignments, grading, and grade definitions follow the course calendar or are presented in the weekly modules. 

Academic Ethics:  You'll find Academic Affairs policies on “Academic Dishonesty" and on "Unethical Practices" in the University Policies and Procedures web page at http://policies.cua.edu/. You are responsible for adhering to these policies. Incidences of academic dishonesty, defined by the University as “failure to observe rules of fairness in taking exams or writing papers, plagiarism, fabrication, and cheating" will result in a grade of F (0 points) on the project or exam in question, and will be reported to the Dean for possible further action (including failure in the course and/or dismissal from the academic program).  Talk with me if you have questions about what is involved in such offenses.   Plagiarism, which includes  "[1] intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise; [2] failure to attribute any of the following: quotations, paraphrases, or borrowed information from print sources or websites; [3] buying completed papers from others to use as one's own work", will not be tolerated.  For more on what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, see the guide on the Purdue Online Writing Lab web site at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html.
ADA Accommodation:  I will gladly make accommodations for students who have approved documentation. You will need to present a written accommodation request to me by the end of the second week of class. This can be done by email.  If you do need accommodation, go ahead and contact the Office of Disability Support Services, Suite 207, Pryzbyla Center (202-319-5211; email cua-disabilityservices@cua.edu, web http://disabilitysupport.cua.edu/).  This is the University office responsible for disability accommodation and services, and its staff can answer questions about services and requirements regarding documentation.  

Textbooks and Reading

One required YA book:  The Giver  by Lois Lowry.  The paperback is available from various sources, or pick up a used copy or library copy. 

Required textbook, Literature for Today’s Young Adults, 7th edition, by Kenneth L. Donelson and Alleen Pace Nilsen (Allyn & Bacon, 2004). This has been used in previous classes and is available both new and used through various web stores, and at the CUA bookstore. It is an excellent resource that you will want to keep and refer to even after the course concludes. 

Required additional reading: You will be reading and examining around 28 young adult books, selected from various sources, which are representative of different genres or authors.  All or many of these should be available in your local public library and some school libraries. Note that some of these books may be located in the adult rather than the YA section.

CALENDAR

This calendar gives an overview of the class. It indicates the weeks, Monday through Sunday evenings, that you will cover the listed topics/genres and the written work for that genre or topic, which is generally due no later than 10 a.m. the following Monday morning.  Any other written work will be due by the times indicated. Further details and readings will be given in each weekly module on the Blackboard course site. Be sure to read each lecture, its web links, and any posted articles in addition to the assignments given in the following course schedule. 

January 8-14

· Introduction to Young Adult literature: what is it?

· Awards: Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature, Margaret A. Edwards Award

· Meaning making: reader response theory
· Introduction to booktalking
Assignment (5 points): 
· Read any one of the Printz award winners or honor books, and one book by a Margaret A. Edwards Award winner. 
· Read chapter 1 in Nilsen & Donelson (from here on in, this is how I will refer to our textbook, for brevity’s sake).

· Skim the appended information at the end of Nilsen & Donelson, just to become familiar with it. 
Written: 
· For one of these titles, discuss in no more than one page (about 250 words) how the title meets the characteristics of young adult literature according to Nilsen & Donelson. What is it that makes this a YA book? 
· For your other book, write your reader response. 
· Due Monday January 15 by 10 a.m.

January 15-21

· Who are our readers: young adult developmental theory

· Contemporary realism 

Assignment (5 points):  
· Read one example of contemporary realistic fiction. 
· Read another example that was a Printz award or honor book. 

· Read chapter 4 in Nilsen & Donelson.
Written: 
· Prepare a reading record form on each title. 

· Include how the contemporary realistic fiction title you selected meets the descriptions given in chapter 4. 

· Due Monday January 22 by 10 a.m.
You will need to spend 1 hour either this week or next week observing a group of teens for the YA observation group discussion and presentation in class February 3. Keep in mind teen spaces in libraries as one possibility for your observation.
January 22-28

· Reading interests, stages, preferences and abilities

· Literary criticism and theory

· More on YA realism 
· Multicultural literature featuring African Americans

Assignment (5 points): 
· Read one example of YA realism. 
· Read one novel featuring an African-American main character.

Written: 

· Prepare a Reading Record form for one title.  
· For the other title, write no more than one page discussing how the author uses the literary elements of plot, setting, tone, character development, and theme (or uses these other elements to develop theme).
· Jot down your personal reading autobiography, reflecting your own stages of literary appreciation. This will be used during our in class meeting on February 3. 
· Due January 29 by 10 a.m.
January 29-February 4

· Who are our readers, continued

· Historical perspectives on YA literature

· Literary merit
** CLASS MEETING SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2:00-6:00 p.m.**
Assignments in preparation for our class meeting: 
· Read two titles from the Honor List, pages 16-27 in Nilsen & Donelson. One should have been published in 1975 or earlier, the other can be from any time period on the list. 

· Read chapters 2, 3, and 10 in Nilsen & Donelson.  
· Make some personal notes on your response to the readings, your opinion on reader appeal of the titles, and their datedness, or currency, and format. Also include any other thoughts on how the two Honor List titles have stood the test of time, how they compare to the other 4 books you have read in terms of depth, tone, etc., and how they set the stage for later development of this body of YA literature we have today. 
· Bring notes and books to February 3 class. 

· Bring your personal reading autobiography reflecting the stages of literary appreciation. 

· Complete the YA observation and bring your notes in order to participate in the group discussion/ presentation. 

· Bring books if possible.
Class meeting will include: 
· PowerPoint and discussion on teen traits, YA observations in group reports, and stages of literary appreciation. (60 minutes) 

· History of YA literature and why it is important. (15 minutes)

· Discussion of Honor List books, literary merit, and YA book honors and awards. What is literary merit? What makes a good book? (30 minutes)

· Examination and discussion of professional journals/websites and their importance (you’ll be getting free samples to keep!). (45 minutes)

· Booktalking philosophies, tips, and techniques, plus examples. (30 minutes)

· PowerPoint presentation on additional ways to promote books and reading through libraries. (45 minutes)

We will be meeting for 4 hours, with a 15-minute break. There will be quite a bit to cover, but it will be fun, interesting, and very informative.
February 5-February 11 

· Annotations

· Horror, supernatural, mystery, adventure, sports

Assignment (5 points): 

· Read Nilsen & Donelson, chapter 6. 

· Read 2 books, one horror or supernatural or mystery (or one that is a combination), and one adventure or sports book (or one that is a combination). 
Written: 

· Prepare a reader response on one of the titles including how the book relates to the information in chapter 6. 
· For the other book, write a formal book review suitable for Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA).

· For this week only, include an annotation for each of the titles, using the annotation worksheet supplied in the module as a guide.
· Due February 12 by 10 a.m.

February 12-18

· Biographies, autobiographies, memoirs

· Historical fiction

Assignment (5 points): 

· Read chapters 8 and 9 in Nilsen & Donelson.  
· Read one example of a biography, autobiography, or memoir.  
· Read one historical fiction title. 
Written:
· Prepare a formal book review on one title. 
· For the other title, do one of the following:

1. Write a proposal to a Social Studies Department Chair (or other curricular area chair, if appropriate) recommending that this title be considered for inclusion in a required reading list 

2. Write this as if you were a public librarian recommending this title to a classroom teacher who has asked you for suggestions for an optional reading list for a specific curricular area 

3. Write a suggestion to another kind of youth worker who is looking for books to use on a particular theme or subject for which the book would be relevant. 

You must determine content based on your scenario, keeping in mind information from chapters 8 and 9. Content might include some of the elements of a review, a teaching guide, and/or a booktalk. What you choose for content will depend on the situation.  
· Due February 19 by 10 a.m.
February 19-25

· Intellectual Freedom and censorship, background reading and examples
· Material selection policies and procedures
Assignment (5 points): 
· Read chapter 12 in Nilsen & Donelson.  

· Read The Giver: Challenges. 
· Read two books, one from the controversial books list or page 374 in Nilsen & Donelson, plus The Giver by Lois Lowry. 
Written:
· Write personal reader responses for each of the titles. Keeping in mind the assigned readings, be sure to include comments on the reasons you think the books bothered an adult enough to question their suitability for a school media center or a YA collection in a public library. What is your opinion? 
· Include in your response for The Giver: What procedures would you follow if a parent came in to your library and demanded that this title be removed from you collection? Remember to refer to this week’s readings when you give your response.
· Due no later than February 26 at 10 a.m. You may want to complete this before spring break next week.

Note that by class time March 31 you will need to have visited a bookstore or a YA teen space and be prepared to talk about what you saw in the way of YA materials. If your last name begins with a letter from A-M, then you will visit a bookstore. If your last name begins with an N-Z then you will visit a teen space.

**Spring Break February 26-March 4**

March 5–11

· Visualization

· Comic books and graphic novels 
· Magazines

Assignment (5 points): 
· Read pages 314-316 in Nilsen and Donelson. 

· Read one comic book and one graphic novel suitable for Young adults. 
Written:
· Write a book review on the graphic novel. 

· Write a description of the comic book and what you think teens enjoy about this particular comic and the format of comics in general.

· Due March 12 at 10 a.m. 
March 12-18

· More multicultural literature

· Latino, Asian American, Native American  

Assignment (5 points): 
· Read three books, each of which will represent an example of these three backgrounds.  
Written:
· Prepare a Reading Record form on one title.

· Prepare a reader response on another. 
· Prepare either a reading guide or a teaching guide on the third. 
· Due March 19 by 10 a.m.
March 19-25
· Science fiction 
· Fantasy

Assignment (5 points): 
· Read chapter 7 in Nilsen & Donelson. 

· Read one fantasy and one SF title.  
Written:
· For one selection, prepare the script for a book talk and include an annotation. Here your audience is a YA group. 
· For the other book, write no more than a one page critique and opinion on audience appeal. Write as if you were providing information to a teacher who was looking for some good books to consider for a study on that genre. Another scenario might be writing as if you were promoting the book to a teacher for a curriculum based unit such as science, psychology, or any suitable area. 
· Due March 27 by 10 a.m.

March 26-April 1

· Poetry
· Booktalks

· Authors

· Magazines for teens

· Overview of materials and collections for teens

** Class Meeting Saturday, March 31, 2:00-6:00 p.m. **

Assignments in preparation for our class meeting:
· Prepare your short author presentation, if you have not already done so. You will be presenting this during the class meeting (two minutes maximum, or about 500 words).

· Prepare your booktalk presentation on 2 titles (two minutes maximum; one minute, or 200-250 words, each).

· Read chapter 5 in Nilsen & Donelson.

· Peruse two magazines favored by YAs – one suitable for educational, curricular use, and the other more recreational in nature. Bring your examples of teen magazines to class. Come prepared to evaluate them and to discuss these print formats.

· Look over an online zine and another web site geared to YAs. Bring the URLs and be prepared to critique these in class March 31 (we will have access to workstations and the Internet so we can examine them together).
· Visit a bookstore or teen space to examine materials (see instructions for the week of February 19) if you have not yet done so. Be prepared to talk about what you discovered.

· Select two poetry books for teens that you would like to share with the class. Bring the books to show. 

Class meeting will include:

· Author presentations. (60 minutes).

· Booktalk presentations. (60 minutes)

· Examination and discussion of teen magazines, both in print and online. (45 minutes)

· Discussion and overview of books and other materials for teens in bookstores and libraries. (30 minutes)

· Sharing of poetry books and a discussion of poetry slams, open mic programs, and literary magazines in libraries. (30 minutes)
Written (5 points):
· Written booktalk scripts. 
· Written author presentations. 

· Due by April 2 at 10 a.m.
April 2, 3, 4 short week before Easter vacation

· Humor 
· Drama
· Poetry, continued

· Short Stories

Assignment (5 points): 
· Read one example of a humorous novel for teens. 
· Read one short play (it can be one play from a collection of plays) written specifically for teens.

· Refer to the two poetry books you selected last week.

· Find a collection of short stories for teens and read one story from it.

Written:

· Prepare a Reading Record Form on the humor book. 

· Write your reaction to the short drama and why it would have appeal to teens. Refer to the information learned in chapter 5.

· Write no more than one paragraph on each of the two poetry books you selected last week, expressing why they appeal to you and why you think teens might enjoy them.

· Write why the short story collection would appeal to teens and your reaction to the story you read, in one paragraph.  
· Due no later than Tuesday morning, April 10, at 10 a.m. Note the extra day here. This does run into next week’s work so you may wish to complete this before then.

April 10–15

· Informational Books
· Classics for teens
Assignment (5 points): 
· Read completely or look closely at 2 examples of information books (excluding memoirs, biographies, and autobiographies) that are on the same subject.
· Refer to chapter 9 in Nilsen & Donelson.

· Read a classic taught in secondary school.

· Read chapter 11 in Nilsen & Donelson. 

Written: 

· In not over 2 pages, compare and critique the 2 same subject informational titles, keeping in mind the details from chapter 9. 
· For the classic title, write a short book talk as if you were speaking one-on-one to a YA who has expressed interest finding a good classic to read for a summer reading assignment.  
· Due April 16 by 10 a.m.

April 16-22    

· Innovative formats

Assignment (5 points): 
· Look over several innovative format books besides graphic novels or comics, such as verse novels, or books using emails or instant messaging. 
· Read one verse novel. 
· Read one book using another format.

Written:
· Give your reader response for both titles you read. 

April 23-30

April 25 is Reading Day; April 27 is the last day of classes.

Written:

· Personal reading reflection. This will be included in your written assignment grade (5 points).
· Media selection/professional development sources final paper (10 points). 
· Both are due no later than Monday, April 30, by 10 a.m. 
More Details on Assignments

Reading logs and other weekly written assignments: total to 70 % of grade
The purpose of these is to share your reading with classmates, to encourage you to think critically (analytically) about the books you are reading, to provide practice in skills of reading motivation and professional writing, and to provide the instructor with a means of assessment and feedback. As we do not meet weekly for discussion, reading logs also serve, in a sense, as a substitute.  Almost every week of the semester you will be asked to post specific entry formats into the appropriate section of BlackBoard, and these will be accessible to all students in the class. 
Format for all reading log entries unless otherwise indicated in the syllabus:

Put your name on the top of the entry. On the next single spaced line provide basic bibliographic information (author, illustrator if applicable, title, publisher, copyright, and number of pages). Skip one single space and begin the content. Each entry should be no more than one single spaced word-processed page unless otherwise indicated in syllabus. You may find it convenient to type your entries in a word processor and then paste them into Blackboard. 

Booktalks:  This is a basic group presentation skill for YA librarians/media specialists and also helps in one-on-one reading guidance and book recommending. Booktalks are like commercials for books or like movie previews or teasers. The goal is to make the listeners want to read the books. Time recommendation for this class (and for many booktalks) is around 60 seconds per title.  You will be doing booktalks during the second class meeting. For reading logs, however, I will also ask you to write a couple of scripts that will not be presented orally.  

Much has been written about booktalking, including journal articles, web sites, and book resources. Three popular forms are character-driven, theme driven, and story/plot driven.  Two others are scene or mood based.  Let the listener know what to expect – don’t misrepresent the book, prepare well, don’t tell the whole story, don’t give literary criticism, don’t gush over a book. When including excerpts, make sure they are representative of the tone and style. You don’t want to misrepresent the book or you would lose credibility. 

Two web sites for samples and tips are http://www.albany.edu/~dj2930/yabooktalking.html and Booktalking-Plain and Simple http://nancykeane.com/booktalks/default.htm
Two popular booktalk series are those written by librarians Joni Bodart and Hazel Rochman.

You will be doing booktalk presentations during our second in-person class meeting. I will give you a demonstration of what booktalking is like during our first class meeting.  

Reader Response

Reader response theory has been around since the early part of the 20th century and was strongly promoted by educator Louise Rosenblatt in the 1930s.   The essence of the theory is that every reader brings a unique background and experience to reading.  Meaning making comes from the transaction between the static text and that unique experience. Each reader, therefore, takes something individual and personal from the text. There is no single “correct” meaning.  This theory had had tremendous implications for education and is the underpinning of such activities as literature circles and journaling, for example. For reading log format, you will write your own response to the book. Questions you might think about to get started are what does this story mean to me, what does it say to my values and beliefs, how does it fit with my word view, what would I have changed if I were the author, what are compelling passages for me, why did they speak so strongly to me? And whatever else you wish to say about the text and how you responded to it.  One brief site to introduce the theory as it relates to elementary and secondary education is 

http://www.learner.org/channel/workshops/hslit/session1/index.html#1 from the Annenberg Channel.

Reading Record Form

A useful career habit to develop is keeping a record of books that you read and may use again in programming, booktalking, bibliography preparation, etc.  This is not a book review, but rather a way to record information for linking readers and books. Basically you are briefly noting information about the book that will help you share it with readers.  The record is for your use, not for public consumption (although class members will have access to these.)  Include the following: bibliographic information, genre and major theme or themes, 2 or 3 sentence summary or description, any strengths or glaring weaknesses, YA interest or needs to which the book would appeal (if you think the book is not of general interest, mention the type of YA reader to whom the book would appeal), values you believe are conveyed by this book.  Also include brief information specific to booktalking: strategy or strategies for hooking the audience or what you think a booktalk should or might focus on, as plot, character, a particular scene, etc. And, if relevant, note with a descriptive phrase the page numbers of any passages that strike you as good possibilities for excerpting.    If there is other information you feel is important, to include, please do so. School media specialists might want to add notes on curricular use or interdisciplinary use. Try to keep all this under the equivalent of one page, single-spaced, or a page and a half maximum.  Format this any way that works for you but put name and bibliographic information at the top. For this class, I want the reading record forms only when they are specifically asked for in the syllabus, but you may want to prepare these for all books you read for your own records. 

Formal Book Review

For this reading log format you will write book reviews in the format of School Library Journal or VOYA, Voice of Youth Advocates, following their particular conventions. You will need to examine several reviews from the journal to become familiar with their conventions, style, and expectations.  The purpose of this assignment is to help you prepare for the reviewing of YA books that you will be doing as a youth librarian/media specialist in your local community or school.  In the future you may also wish to become one of the volunteer reviewers for these or other professional journals that help your colleagues sort out the hundreds of new books that are published yearly. If you do not have access to the print copies of these journals, School Library Journal is on EBSCO HOST from 1974 to date, full text and VOYA is on Wilson ‘s Library Literature from 1997 – 2002.  You can also view sample reviews at VOYA Online http://www.voya.com/WhatsInVoya/reviews.shtml#reviews
SLJ has an online guide for its reviewers at http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/info/CA452758.html
You can omit comparing the book to other books as SLJ requests, unless you want to do so. 

Reading Guide

For this format, you will write a short reading guide including a 2-3 sentence summary of the book, 5-6 substantive questions, and a 2-3 sentence overview of the author.  Rational here: Book discussion clubs (often under snappier names such as “Book and a Pizza”) are popular programs for public library YA departments.  Media specialists have the opportunity to be a resource and co-planner for classroom teachers in various forms of book discussion in language arts, social studies and perhaps other curricular areas. 

You can find many good examples of reading guides on the WEB, for example, the HarperCollins Publishers website http://www.harpercollins.com/readers.asp or the Random House Readers’ Circle for Teens http://www.randomhouse.com/teens/readerscircle.html
Teaching Guide

Including elements of a lesson plan and a reading guide, a teaching guide has suggestions for teachers on how to use a particular book in the classroom.  You will create an abbreviated teaching guide for this entry, including a 2-3 sentence summary of the book, a 2-3 sentence overview of the author, 2 thematic connections, 1 or 2 interdisciplinary connections, and a list of major awards or highlights from reviews.  See Random House Publishers at http://randomhouse.com/teachers/ for many examples of longer versions.  A great service for school media specialists would be to keep and use a file of these with their teachers.

Annotation or teaser

In this class we are using this term for a reader’s annotation: One 35-word (maximum) sentence that communicates information about a book and could, for example, be used on an “annotated bibliography.”  Conciseness is important, space is at a premium but you need to convey a sense of the book. Cofounder of VOYA, librarian Dorothy Broderick, says annotations should include strong verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. Phrases are okay, and complete sentences are not required. Do not include evaluative or summary comments such as "highly recommended." Evaluative judgment should be clear from the content of the annotation itself. The annotation needs to be ruthlessly edited until each word "must" be there. The annotation should tantalize prospective readers, entice them, and provide enough information so that they can quickly determine if this book is or might be "right" for them. The annotation must "save the time of the reader." You will find excellent examples of annotations in the end of the year best books lists such as the Best Books for Young Adults lists selected by the ALA Young Adult Library Services Division (YALSA) and published in Booklist among other places (only members of YALSA can access the full annotated versions online). For the 2005 annotated list see Booklist February 15, 2005 and for the 2004 list, see Booklist March 15, 2004.  Booklist is full text in Wilson Library Literature and EBSCO HOST from 2002 to date. Below is one example from the 2005 list:

Morpurgo, Michael. Private Peaceful. 2004

“The Peaceful brothers have always shared a close bond, and they vow that the trenches of WWI won’t change that, but there are some evils of war that have nothing to do with fighting.”  

Note how much you learn about the book in these few words: it is historical fiction about WWI, it does not glorify war, the main characters are brothers, and suspense is raised – what is that evil?  If you were annotating this for another list, say on historical fiction or war, you might add  “ALA Best Book” to let the bibliography user know that this is a well written book of recognized quality.
You can find examples of annotations in the reading lists at this web site. Most of the examples are well constructed:  http://mesalibrary.org/teens/books/readinglists.asp.  

Other ideas If you have other ideas for reading log entries, let me know what they are. If I think they are suitable, they will be offered as substitute options for you and the rest of the class.

Written assignment summary 

January 8-14

Printz award and YA literature characteristics (250 words)
5 points

Printz award reader response (250 words)
January 15-21
Reading record form one (250 words)
5 points

Reading record form two (250 words)
Jan 22-28

Reading record form (250 words)
5 points

Critique on authors’ use of literary elements (250 words)
February 5-11
Reading record form one with annotation (250 words) 

5 points

Formal book review with one annotation (250 words)
February 12-18
Formal book review (250 words)
5 points

Proposal to chair or teacher recommendation (250 words)
February 19-25
Reader response one with controversial book comments (250 points)
5 points

Reader response on The Giver with controversial book comments (250 points)
March 5-11

Book review on the graphic novel (250 words) 
5 points

Description and evaluation of the comic book and format (250 words)
March 12-18

Reading record on one title (250 words)
5 points

Reading or teaching guide on the other title (250 words)
March 19-26

Booktalk and annotation for one title (300 words maximum)

5 points

Recommendation for a teacher on the other title (250 words)

March 27-April 1
Written booktalks on two titles of your choice 

5 points
Report on a YA author 


(In addition to 10 points—5 each—for the in class presentations)

April 2-4
Reading record on humor book (250 words)

5 points
Reaction on short drama’s appeal to teens (150 words)


Reaction on two poetry books (150 words)


Reaction on short story collection and story read (150 words)

April 10-15

Compare/critique two books on the same nonfiction subject (250 words)

5 points

Short one-on-one booktalk script (150-250 words)
April 16-22

Reader response to a verse novel (250 words)
5 points

Reader response to second innovative format title (250 words)
April 23-30

Personal reading reflection (250 words/5 points)

15 points

Final project (10 points)
Author presentation and booktalk presentation 10% (5% each)


The author presentation is not an extensive in-depth study, but a chance for you to explore a little further an author in whose works you are interested. It also gives our class an opportunity to learn about a variety of authors. Requirements for preparing the author look are: read at least 2 novels by this writer (in addition to any other books you have already read by that person for this class) and 3 to 5 biographical and critical articles or book chapters, with at least one in print format. Your presentation should be 400-500 words, or about 2 minutes.

You will also be booktalking two books. The class presentation should include 2 booktalks, not over 2 minutes for both (one minute for each), or about 400-500 words total.  
Written portion of the presentations submitted 5%
The written portion of this assignment includes two scripts, one of the author presentation and one giving the text of the two booktalks. The author report should be 1-2 pages on the author, a bibliography of your background articles, and a list of several other major works by this author.  All this should not exceed over 3 –3.5 pages in length. Written work due by April 2.
Media selection/professional development sources (Final Project)   10 %

Here you are compiling a bibliography of useful collection development and professional development sources. You might think of this as your “survival guide” as a new media specialist in middle or high school or as a YA librarian in a public library. Select and annotate the 5 sources that you would most like to have for collection building (selection and weeding or de-selection).  Select and annotate 3 sources that you would most like to have for professional development in this position, sources that will help you stay current and continue learning.  Don’t worry about the cost of these items; just go for it. These can be a combination of books, databases, journals, web sites, whatever suits your needs and interests. Do think of collection as broader than just the print material we have concentrated on in this class: books, websites, videos/DVDs, etc.  With 8 annotated sources, this probably should not run over 2 pages, 3 maximum. As always, include full bibliographic information. Unless you have a compelling reason, the sources should not be all in the same format, i.e., not all web sites. I would prefer a balanced combination of print and non-print resources.
YA Observation Oral Report – small groups. This will be part of your participation grade, and will be a group assignment at our class meeting. You need to spend 1 hour observing young adults in any public situation (mall, movies, public library, sporting event, etc.) or a middle/junior high/high school if you have had permission from the principal and teacher. This is not an interview. You are doing unobtrusive observation, watching inconspicuously from a distance. You might want to break this up into several sessions, and you will want to look at the material on adolescent development. Record your observations and any thoughts or feelings that arise during the process, anything that seems bizarre or unexpected, styles of dress or modes of interaction, group dynamics, interaction with peers and adults. The point is to note the subtleties of adolescent behavior in order to help us compare reality to what developmental psychologists claim. 

In class on February 3, you will meet in small groups to discuss what you saw, leading to a synopsis of what happened while you were observing, what you learned about YA behavior, and what insights or feelings you had while observing.  Each group will present its findings to the class in no longer than a ten minute presentation. You will need to be concise and targeted on your most unusual findings. Evaluation will be on the content and cohesiveness of the presentation. 
Bookstore or teen space observation (also part of participation grade)
For last names A-M: Visit one of the large chain bookstores, and note which sections are the largest.  Note how large the self-help section is and nonfiction in comparison to fiction.  Note some of the subjects that are treated in nonfiction books.  Is there an area that seems to be for teens or YAs?  What kind of books and other materials do you see there? How is it organized?  Any thoughts on the way the materials are displayed? Does it differ from other sections and does it seem differentiated from the children’s section? Look at the magazines and graphic novels. See any manga?  If you see any teens in the store, observe what sections they are browsing in or what they are buying. Final thoughts – what can we as youth librarians learn from bookstores?
For last names N-Z: Visit a teen space in a local library. Examine the collection, displays, and posted information. What kinds of books do you see there? How are they organized? Are there teens using the space, and if so, how? Think about what you see in relation to the description of the bookstore observation above. 
Do this in preparation for class discussion on March 31.

Class participation 10% of grade

YA observation group discussion and presentation
Bookstore/teen space observation and discussion
Attendance at 2 class meetings

Evidence of desire to make these times together successful and productive including sharing thoughts on:
· Historical perspectives of YA books

· Literary merit and what makes a good YA book

· Controversial books and library/media center issues

· Evaluation and value of comic books, graphic novels, magazines

· Poetry sharing

· Zines and web sites
· Any other topics brought into discussions as we proceed through the course
Regular Blackboard discussion contributions
Grade Scale and thoughts on evaluation

Grade
Points

A

95-100

A-

90-94

B+

86-89

B

83-85

B- 

79-82

C+

75-78

C

71-74

C-

68-70
Below C- is failing.  No Ds.

I will assign points for each piece of graded work. When figuring the final course grade, point totals correspond to the grade listed.  

To assign points, I will first look to see if the assignment meets all the basic requirements and expectations without glaring errors. Does it indicate an understanding of the thoughts and concepts underlying the assignment? Is it free from basic spelling, grammatical, and style errors that interfere with the reading? If not, I will deduct .5-2 points depending on the errors. Next, I think about how thoughtful, creatively and critically, the work is. Does it show originality? Does it respond in a full and interesting way? Is it well organized? Is the writing crisp, clear and not wordy? Are complete bibliographic references included when necessary? Is information from the readings tied in when appropriate? Any deductions are made based on my assessment of the answers to these questions.
Important: Remember to keep copies of all your work in your personal files!
