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Searching ALADIN for Library Science Topics 
 

Topic 1 – What is ALADIN 
 

The Washington Research Library Consortium (WRLC) provides access to several 
databases that contain descriptive information for books, journal articles, and other research 
materials. This collection of databases is known as ALADIN. The ALADIN system includes the 
online library catalog for CUA and other WRLC member libraries (American, District of 
Columbia, Gallaudet, George Mason, George Washington, Georgetown, Marymount and 
Trinity). The online library catalog is called CATS. Students and faculty of WRLC member 
universities may use and borrow from the libraries at other WRLC member institutions. 

 
Topic 2 - How Do I Get into ALADIN? 
 

ALADIN is now accessible on the Internet. You may choose either FireFox or Internet 
Explorer on the desktop of the computers in Marist 131. The Validation URL is: 
http://www.aladin.wrlc.org.   Alternatively, you may enter the CUA libraries link and click on 
ALADIN at: http://libraries.cua.edu . You will also see a new Discovery version of ALADIN 
and we will try this out as well.   

 
From ALADIN, you can access many services, but outside of campus, you will have to 

sign on to everything except CATS with your patron ID number, available from Mullen Library. 
You must also activate your electronic library privileges in Mullen Library at the beginning of 
each semester. You need your student card with a current registration to have these privileges 
activated.  
 
Topic 3 - ALADIN Services 

 

 
1.   WRLC online catalog - The ALADIN opening screen interface give you access  
      without login to the WRLC libraries’ catalog.   This catalog seamlessly searches the    
      collections of all the WRLC members.  Once you select a record you will be able to  
     determine in what institution the item is located.   
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2. My ALADIN –  You must login to access My ALADIN services.  After you login and 
have located bibliographic records in the online catalog, you can save searches, use the 
Bookbag feature, renew items and/or view your charged items, use course reserves and 
download electronic journal articles in full text.   

 
3. Locate print and e-journal articles - You may also identify which e-journals CUA has 

without login, but you will need to login to actually see the e-journals. The opening 
screen interface also gives you access to an A-Z list of journal citation and full-text 
databases.  The main databases for library science are:  Library Literature & Info Sci., 
and Library & Info Sci Abs (LISA).  There are databases on every subject and you will 
want to explore others to add breadth to your research.   

 
With the journal citations, you will have access to an article finder service called FindIt. 

   
We will explore how this works to find articles in either full-text online or print.  

 
4. Ask a Librarian Service - You will have access to the Ask a Librarian Service that 

works like Instant Messaging to talk with a librarian during “open” dates and times.  
Hours for Fall 2008 virtual reference service are:  

Mon – Thu 9am – 8:30pm

Fri – Sat 9am – 4:30pm

Sun 1pm – 4:30pm
 You will learn about each of these four services of ALADIN in this workshop. 
 
Topic 4 – Simple Searching CATS the Catalog 
 
This is an Integrated Library System (ILS) produced by Ex Libris which means that it combines 
library staff cataloging, acquisitions and circulation functions that display in the Online Public 
Access Catalog (OPAC) that we search.   
 

Quick Search  - From the CUA libraries homepage you can access the catalog and search for 
materials using the quick search box.  Enter the URL http://libraries.cua.edu then enter your 
search terms and qualifier then search.  You may search “in CUA” or “in all WRLC.”  
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This keyword search uses an implied “and” term which means that you will find records with all 
of the terms you enter rather than just one term or the other.   
 
Title & Journal Title:  You should omit the initial articles like “a, an, the, der, la etc.” You must 
have the exact word order left to right.   
 
Author: You should enter the author last name then first name. 
 
Subject Heading – This should be a controlled vocabulary subject heading such as Library of 
Congress Subject Headings or Medical Subject Headings. 
 
Exercise: 
 
 Search for Cooking and select Subject Heading.  How many hits did you get? __________ 
 
 Click More Info.   
 

 
 
What is the correct Subject Heading?  ______________  
 
Click on the subject heading.  Now how many hits did you get?  _________________________ 
 
Now click on New Search 
 

 
 
You will now be taken to the main ALADIN search interface with new indexes. Here you will 
see two types of keyword searches.  The first is the same as we saw with the CUA Quick Search. 
The second will use Boolean Operators AND, OR, NOT.  
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What are Boolean operators?  
 
Keyword uses Boolean logic, named after George Boole, the British mathematician who 
invented it. It uses a set of connecting words -- OR, AND NOT -- to make your search more 
useful.  
 
OR Operator 
Any one of the terms are present (more than one term may be present) -- for example:  
                                                                cats OR dogs  
 
      
 
  
 
 
 
AND Operator 
All terms are present –for example:  
                                                           cats AND dogs 
      
       
 
  
 
 
NOT Operator 
 
The first term but not the second is present –for example:   
                                                                 cats NOT dogs 
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Topic 5.  Search Strategies 
 
The Search interface uses specific indexes that find your 
search terms in defined fields of the catalog record.  All 
indexes except those labeled “Keyword” must be entered in 
the exact order left to right, and is called a left-anchored 
search.  Use Keyword if you don’t know the exact order. Use 
the scroll bar to find more indexes.   
 

 

Exercise:   
 
Select Journal Title and search for the Chronicle of Higher Education.  How many hits did 
you get?  ______ Now select the Post Limit button and limit by location to CUA. How many 
hits did you get? ___ 
 

 
 
Enhanced Keyword Searching – In Keyword (AND, OR, NOT) 
searching you can just connect terms with the Boolean operators.  For 
example, you could enter Shakespeare and hamlet but you will get 
many hits.  Also you will retrieve items you may not want such as the 
Shakespeare Theater or Shakespeare used as a subject.  You can use 
index code such as MARC tags and make the search terms display in 
the specified field.   

   

 
Hints: 
. Very useful index codes are nkey for name searches and tkey for title searches.   
.  Enter words or phrases in any order. Use quotation marks (" ") to retrieve exact phrases (e.g.  
   "tax reform").  
.  Use % to replace 1 character in the middle or end of a word.  For example wom%n retrieves 
woman and women.  Use ? in the middle or end of the word to retrieve several characters. For 
example comput? retrieves computer, computing, computation etc 
.   Search limits may be applied before or after you search.   
 
 Exercises:   
 
Type: nkey taylor and tkey “king lear”. Select Keyword (AND, OR, NOT) and do the search. 
Check the MARC tag view.  Tkey finds the title in any title field and nkey finds the name in any 
name field. 
 
Type: 245a Russians and 100a smith. Select Keyword and do the search.  Check the MARC tag 
view.  Did your terms appear in these fields? _______________ 
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Topic 6. Advanced Search 
 
Advanced Search also uses Boolean operators but with pull down menus.  Click on the 
Advanced Search link. Use this method to search for catalog records using keywords located 
anywhere in a record, or only in specific fields (e.g., author, title, publisher, etc.).  An Advanced 
Search is especially helpful those who may not be familiar with complex searching strategies or 
are looking for specific items, but do not know the initial words of a title or a person's full name. 
It also gives you the opportunity to use several different indexes in the same search. 
 
Remove the CUA limit if you want to search throughout the consortium. 

 



 

J. Weeks, Computer Labs Mgr. 7  

 
 
Hints:  
 
. Enter words in any order, except for phases. Use the drop-down box to specify “all of these”, 
(the default) “any of these”, or “as a phrase.” 
. Choose an index from the drop-down box to make your search more precise.  The default is 
“Keyword Anywhere.” 
.  Search limits are turned on for Guided Search.     
. Use the radio buttons to specify the type of Boolean search to connect the two search boxes.    
 
Exercise:  
 
Search: peace process as “all of these” in a title field and Elsevier as a publisher. 
 
Topic 7 – Search Displays  
 
1. Headings List - In ALADIN, you are given a Headings list if you have searched by a Subject 
or Name access point. 
 
Exercise 1:  Select the Subject index on the Search tab and search for computer aided 
instruction.  You will find the headings list display will give you alternative subjects to search.   
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Click the More Info button.  

 
 
We now have a reference to the correct Subject term: Computer-assisted instruction. Click the 
link to retrieve all the records with this subject term. 

 
 
We now have 1454 titles instead of only 5.  
 

 
 
 
Exercise 2: Select the Author index and search for the name Smith:  
 

 
 
You will find both corporate and personal names. 
 
2. Titles List 
 
If you have search a title that is common, or if you have more than one title under your heading 
you will be given a titles list.  You can use the check boxes at the left to select records for 
printing, email and/or display.   
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You can use the sort by dropdown boxes to sort by date or author and title alphabetically. 
 
3. Single Record Display 
 
In ALADIN, you have a Detailed Record display with basic bibliographic information. 
 

 
 
But…..if you scroll down—below the fold you have a labeled display with much more 
information. 
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You can also have a MARC (Machine Readable Cataloging) record display by clicking on the 
MARC Format bar.  This display is an excellent way to learn the MARC tags for cataloging 
class. 
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4. Printing, Saving and Emailing 
 
At the bottom of each display format there is a web form to select options for printing, saving 
and emailing records. 
 

 
 

Topic 8 – My ALADIN 
 
You must log into ALADIN to access My ALADIN services.  Please activate your electronic 
library privileges in Mullen Library with your CUA ID. 

 

 
 
1.  Saving Searches  
 
If you are logged into ALADIN, you can retain your searches by clicking on the Save To 
Bookbag button at the bottom of the screen next to the save, email and print functions, after you 
have executed your search.   

 
 
To retrieve your saved search, click on the Bookbag link either at the top or bottom of the 
screen.  
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2. Bookbag  
 
You can go back at a later time and select this link to retrieve the records again. You should also 
delete any titles you no longer need.   

 
 
 
3. Patron Information 
 

 
 
You can click on MyALADIN in the main toolbar to see your Patron Information. 
 
 

  
You can see what books you have charged out, any fines, the status of your requested materials, 
your Consortium Loan Services and your Interlibrary Loan Activity. 
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4. Request Items 
 
You may place a hold on an item.  You must display the single record, and then select the 
Request through Consortium Loan Services link. 
 

 
 
This CLS Request Form will appear and you will see your title at the top.  You should fill out 
this form completely and then Submit your request.  
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5.  Download Articles 
 
You may download articles in full text using your “My ALADIN” account.  We will first see 
how to find and retrieve articles then download full-text articles.   
 
Topic 6 – Finding Articles on your Subject 
 
Finding information about titles, authors or subjects in journals involves a two-step process. First 
you need to use a citation index to locate the bibliographic citations for the materials. ALADIN 
has many citation indexes based on board subject categories to help find the exact information 
needed. If you know the subject coverage of an index, you can try to find the citation using that 
index. If you need to do a comprehensive search, however, you may need to use more than one 
index.  
 
To expand a search, you might try "pearl growing" which involves finding an article that is 
fairly relevant and looking at the descriptors. You then can use those descriptions in a subsequent 
search and find other related articles. Even some of these additional articles may have relevant 
descriptors.  
 
In other cases, a patron will know which journal the article appeared in but not the date or issue, 
then you need to use another tool, such as an electronic database and CUA subscribes to many 
electronic databases such as ProQuest, Academic Search Premier, and Wilson Web.  
 
Once you have the citation, then you need to locate the material itself. Sometimes, for older 
issues, the journal will be bound and placed on shelves in the stacks. You will then need to go 
back to the OPAC to find the call number. Many journals are online. You need only to click on 
links to get to the full text. Other times all you will get online is an abstract and you will still 
need to go to the shelves, either for the current issues, or bound volumes.  
 
As noted earlier, you must be logged into ADLADIN to access online journal articles; however 
you may display a list of citation databases without logging in.  After you log in, you will see the 
links to the citation databases.   
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1. FindIt Service  
 
The FindIt service is working behind the scenes to provide you with an interface to find citations 
for articles on your topic, or locate full-text from your citations.  This is a product of the Ex 
Libris Company called SFX.  It uses an open URL technology that retrieves citations across 
databases from different vendors based on your search terms.  Let’s see how it works. 
 
Exercise:  Select Academic Search Premier and enter “clash of civilizations.”  Click Search. 
 

 
 
 
You will see many choices because we did not qualify our search.  You could limit your search 
to academic journals, magazines, or newspapers. 
 
Select the fifth example and click on the FindIt icon.  
 

  
 
Your record display will give you options for retrieving full-text if it is available or the Catalog 
to determine what library holds the journal in print form.  Notice the ISSN (International 
Standard Serial Number) is in the Source information.  It is this ISSN that links you to the full 
text or print holding information. 
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If you click on ALADIN Catalog (WRLC) it will take you directly to the catalog without 
searching again. 
 

 
 
2. Search Databases by Subject 
 
ALADIN will group all the databases on a subject for you if you click on the Databases by 
Subject link. 
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You may want to search in Library & Information Science databases.   
 

 
 
3. Browse and/or Search in databases  
 
You can browse and/or search in ALADIN databases.  In this manner, you can determine what 
journals are in a particular database or which journals are available in full-text on your subject.  
The browse list of databases is often referred to as an A-Z list. 
 
 
After logging into ADADIN< click on the link for the Databases A-Z/.  This will give you a 
listing of the Washington Research Library Consortium (WRLC) database subscriptions. 
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Practice examples.  
 
1. In what database is Information technology and libraries indexed? __________________ 
Hint: select the e-journals link. 
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2. A patron says he wants an article about checking out laptops from a library and he thinks it 
appeared in: Information technology and libraries. What is the citation for this article? How can 
the patron see the article? Hint: Use the Advanced Search in EBSCO and select the title of the 
journal.  What other words could you use for “checking out”? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What were the indexing terms for this article?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. You need to find articles on ethics in libraries. What ALADIN databases might you use?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. What descriptors should you use?  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. How can you expand your search?  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Compiling your bibliography 
 
To compile a more comprehensive bibliography, you should search in related citation databases. 
For example, the topic that appears in Library Literature may also appear in ABI/Inform. Also, 
related topics may appear in one database and not the other. Check both titles in Library 
Literature and ABI/Inform. What did you find?  
 
Designing a library staff computer training program: Implementation of core competencies  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Content merchants add access value 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Citation format 
 
There are several online style manuals that will give you the correct format for bibliographic 
citations.  
 
The Chicago Manual of Style is online at:  
http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/chicagogd.html  
 
The Turabian Manual of Style examples are available at:  
http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/turabiangd.php  
 
Try out the new Discovery Interface 
 
You will see a button or link at the top of many ALADIN pages inviting you to try out the new 
Discovery Catalog.   
 

 
 
Go back to http://libraries.cua.edu and click this button. 
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Enter the search terms peace process and notice the interface has a tag cloud as well as links to 
limit to CUA and books, newspapers etc. 

 
 
Select the Book link under Format. 
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Select the book held by Catholic University  

 
 
If you want to request this book, scroll to the bottom of the page and select Request. 

 
 
You will see the familiar login screen we saw earlier. 
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This Discovery tool also helps you find articles easily.  Use the back button in the browser and 
return to your search results.   
 
You may find articles by Topic, Genre etc. 

 
 
You may also go back to the Classic catalog by clicking the link at the top of the screen. 
 

 
 
Try both ways and decide which meets your needs best. 


